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What is the Filmpool Funding Program?
Twice per year the Filmpool encourages members to apply for funds to help create their
productions. Each year two juries allocate approximately $18000 cash and $36000 in
equipment deferrals to eligible filmmakers and their productions.

Deadlines are 4pm, March 31 and September 15 of each year. If these dates fall on a
weekend, applications are due the following business day.

Are video projects eligible for funding?
Yes. Traditionally Filmpool funding was reserved for projects finished on celluloid. This has
changed. Members may shoot film or video and finish to film or video. Film does not need
to be used at any stage. Completed projects must be able to be shown in a traditional theatre
setting. (ie. web based projects and installation art are usually not eligible)

How do I apply?
Download the summary and checklist pdfs from the Filmpool website. These form the basis
of your application. You will also need to include things such as a script and support
material for the application. Submit your application before 5pm the day of the deadline to
the Saskatchewan Filmpool Cooperative. If the deadline falls on a weekend, applicants have
until 5pm the next business day to submit applications.

Contact the Filmpool if youÕd like a hand with your application.

How much money is available?
Members may apply for up to $2500 cash for production, $2500 cash for post-production,
and $1000 cash for the distribution stage of their film or video. Members may apply for
distribution funds for festival entries, poster creation, dubs, shipping costs or to offset costs
involved in creating a 35mm blow-up.

The First Film Fund is available for senior media production students and for artists creating
their first production outside an educational institution. Students may apply to the First Film
Fund for a project that will be evaluated as part of a course of studies. First Film Fund
applicants may receive up to $800 cash for their entire project. First Film Fund applications
are reviewed and funding is allocated to them before jurors look at applications from other,
potentially more experienced members.

An applicant may request up to $36000 in equipment rental deferrals, although this is the
annual cap for equipment deferrals allocated by the jury.

What are equipment rental deferrals?
The Filmpool rents equipment to qualified members at nominal member rental rates.
Members may pay these rates, volunteer at the Filmpool for member rental credits
(affectionately called ÒgaksÓ), apply for equipment rental deferrals through the Filmpool
funding program, or combine these methods to access equipment.

The equipment rental deferrals are allocated during the biannual funding program
deadlines. Juries may defer some or all rental costs at their discretion.

Any member awarded a deferral is exempt from some (or potentially all) equipment rental
fees during the creation of her film. This deferral is payable to the Filmpool if the production
generates revenue. However, it is a corporate deferral and is payable to the Filmpool only
after equity investments and wage deferrals have been repaid. In other words the Filmpool



realizes the importance of artists paying themselves fair wages first. The Filmpool is last on
the recoupment schedule.

Everyone is encouraged to volunteer at the Filmpool just so they can say ÒgaksÓ. ItÕs fun.

Is my production eligible for a Filmpool grant?

The Filmpool rents equipment to commercial productions at commercial rental rates. If a
project has met the criteria to be considered a Filmpool approved production and its
filmmaker has been given equipment access at member rental rates it is eligible for Filmpool
funding and equipment rental deferrals. If it does not meet these criteria the production is
considered a commercial venture and equipment will be billed at the commercial rental
rates. Commercial projects are not eligible for Filmpool funding or deferrals.

To be eligible for member rental rates, Filmpool funding, and/or equipment rental
deferrals, the filmmaker must

¥ have been a Filmpool member for at least three months and be a member in good
standing. (Successful First Film Fund applicants may have this waived.)

¥ have full artistic control over all stages of the production.
¥ retain copyright of the finished production.
¥ provide the Filmpool with a completed BetaCam SP version of the film as well as a

copy on dvd or VHS for the Filmpool library. This copy may be used as support
material for Filmpool grant applications or lent to members.

How many times may I apply for funding and deferrals with the same
project?

If a project is denied funding and/or deferrals, the filmmaker may reapply as many times as
she wishes with that project.

A project may receive funding and/or deferrals at all three stages (production, post-
production, distribution). It is possible for the project to receive $6000 cash ($2500 + $2500
+ $1000) through three separate funding deadlines.

What if I’m creating more than one project simultaneously?

A member may have two open grants at a time. This is useful when a filmmaker is finishing
one film while beginning another. Only one grant application will be considered
per member per deadline.

Do I need to apply if I’m only asking for equipment rental deferrals?

Yes.

I’ve already started shooting my film, can these shooting costs be added to
my application?

The jury will not consider expenses (including member rental fees) incurred before the
funding application deadline.

When are results posted?

Applicants will be notified by mail within 45 days of the funding deadline.


